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Abstract
Diploma thesis Islam in Tatarstan in the nineties of 20th century presents an
analysis of Islam and Muslim community in the Republic of Tatarstan at the end of
20th century. During this period Tatarstan not only gained its statehood, but the
Islamic  revival  started  thanks  to  the  restoration  of  religious  freedom.  This
diploma thesis is divided into five chapters. After the short historical excursus,
the  Islamic  revival  and  its  connection  with  Tatar  national  movement  are
presented. Consequently, the relation between Muslim clerics and politics and
also the regime’s attitude towards Islam is analyzed. This analysis leads to a
conclusion  that  even  though  Islam was  not  a  good  instrument  for  electors’
mobilization and clerics could not influence the politics, we can consider Islam as
being  unofficial  state  religion.  Next  two  chapters  focus  on  Tatar  Muslim
community.  First  the  development  of  Muslim  community  in  the  nineties  is
analyzed. The influence of the Middle East charitable funds and Islamic education
is investigated in more detail. The fifth chapter emphasizes the world-view of
Muslims, their perception of religion, their own ethnicity and politics. Different
trends of Islam, which appeared in the nineties, are presented too. The analysis
demonstrates that Islam in Tatarstan was an important attribute of the Tatar
statehood despite the laxity in the observance of Islam.
